
Salluit Research Station  

Salluit Research Station is owned and run by CEN whose secretariat is based at Université Laval, Québec, 
Canada. Permafrost research by CEN began in 1987. A major research program was undertaken in 2002 to 
support community adaptation to changing permafrost in the context of climate change and to housing and 
infrastructure needs for the rapidly growing population. The field station was built in 2010. Salluit is 
located in the low Arctic and is in a valley that opens to Sugluk a fjord. The surrounding landscape consists 
of rocky plateaus with a hilly topography. The fjord opens to Hudson Strait. 

  

 

 Name Email Phone Number 
Primary 
Contact Christine Barnard christine.barnard@cen.ulaval.ca 

(418) 656-2131, ext. 
2503 

Secondary 
Contact Claude Tremblay claude.tremblay@cen.ulaval.ca or 

cen@cen.ulaval.ca 
(819) 929-3319 or (418) 
656-3340 

Owner 
Centre d’études nordiques (CEN)/Centre for Northern Studies 

Membership 
Regular Member 

Website 
www.cen.ulaval.ca/en/page.aspx?lien=stationsalluit 

Latitude 
62.1 

Longitude 
-75.666667 

Location 
Northern Quebec/Nunavik and Eastern Arctic 

Nearest Community 
Salluit 



Territory/ Province 
Quebec 

Aboriginal Government/ Homeland 
www.krg.ca/en; Landholding Corporation: nlhca.strata360.com/nunavik-
LHCs/Qaqqalik%20LHC%20of%20Salluit/ 

Facility Type 
Year-Round Research Station (no manager present) 

Research Hinterland 
Continuous Permafrost, Shrub Tundra, Terrestrial, Marine / Coastal 

Main Research Disciplines 
Climatology, Environmental Sciences, Geology and Sedimentology, Geophysics, Geocryology, 
Geomorphology, Limnology, Mapping/GIS, Paleoecology, Paleolimnology, Terrestrial Biology/Ecology, 
Traditional/Aboriginal Knowledge 

Research History 
Research has been conducted in the region in both natural and human sciences since the early 1960s by 
various groups. Permafrost research by the CEN began in 1987. The field station (a house) was built in 
2010 thanks to a grant acquired from a federal research infrastructure program. Numerous theses and 
research papers have been published on permafrost, periglacial geomorphology, archaeology, climatology, 
paleo-climate, population, culture and land management in the area. 

Current Projects 
Climate data and permafrost temperature data from automatic stations, since August 2002, are available at 
www.cen.ulaval.ca/nordicanad and upon request at cen@cen.ulaval.ca. Surficial geology and permafrost 
maps have been produced for the territory. 

Power 
Generator, Solar, External Electrical Grid 

Communications 
Telephone, Internet 

Local Transportation 
It is possible to rent an ATV and a pickup truck from the CEN. 

Equipment Storage 
N/A 

Dormitory/Sleeping Facilities 
The station is a 3 bedroom house with 6 beds, one bathroom (shower), laundry facilities and a kitchen. 

Dining/Kitchen Facilities 
1 kitchen 

Laboratory Facilities 
N/A 

Fuel Availability 
Available in the village 



Research Requirements 
Local authorities must be informed of your work. Makivik Corporation is currently working on a research 
licensing system. No permitting and licensing required yet, but please contact local authorities: 
www.nvsalluit.ca/en/index_eng.htm and the Landholding corporation: 
nlhca.strata360.com/nunavik-LHCs/Qaqqalik%20LHC%20of%20Salluit. 

Special Rules and Regulations 
N/A 

Local External Resources 
N/A 

Nearest Medical Service 
CLSC in town, 2 staff with basic medical training. 45 min. to hospital in Puvirnituq (by plane). 

Safety Considerations 
Local support for services and field work is available in the community. Station users are instructed to do 
their cleaning and take good care of the premises and do minimal maintenance, if needed. Contact CEN 
(cen@cen.ulaval.ca) for more information. 

Cost 
www.cen.ulaval.ca/en/page.aspx?lien=stationsalluit#reservation 

Other Information 
Inuit and their ancestors have occupied the region for over 3500 years. Many of the key archaeological sites 
of the Hudson Strait region are along the fjord coastline and along Hudson Strait. The shift from a nomadic 
lifestyle to permanent settlement led to the growth of the village in the 1930s with the installation of the 
Hudson Bay Company and churches. The population size has reached about 1350 inhabitants, with youths 
constituting an important part of the population. Access is by commercial airlines from Montreal and 
Quebec city. Every summer, several cargo ships allow shipping of heavy equipment and materials, though 
this requires planning in advance. The station has no permanent staff. Local support for services and field 
work is available in the community. Station users are instructed to do their cleaning and take good care of 
the premises and do minimal maintenance, if needed. Contact CEN (cen@cen.ulaval.ca) for more 
information. 
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